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PRESCHOOL PHILOSOPHY 
The BONCL R-X School District’s Preschool Program’s goals are designed to meet each 
child’s individual needs, and promote continuous growth in social, emotional, intellectual, 
physical, verbal and creative areas of development. We recognize that young children learn 
best through play when they feel secure and supported, and are actively and directly 
involved in experiences that are meaningful to them. This program will provide a secure 
environment that encourages growth and development, and will allow each child to 
express their natural curiosity. We are committed to cooperation with each child as well as 
their family in guiding the growth of each child.  
 
PROGRAM GOALS 

1. To provide preschool children with the opportunity to experience a rich, 
developmentally appropriate approach and research based curriculum in a safe, 
clean, nurturing environment that fosters social, emotional, cognitive, physical, and 
creative development.  
 

2. To cooperate with the child’s family in guiding the growth and development of each 
child through active participation and open communication between the teacher 
and parents.  
 

3. To strengthen school-community relations by forming a partnership between home 
and school for the benefit of all involved.  
 

4. To provide kindergarten transition opportunities for the children and parents. 
 
GOALS FOR THE CHILDREN 

1. To develop trusting relationships with adults and peers.  
2. To acquire basic physical skills, both fine and gross motor.  
3. To construct knowledge of the physical world.  
4. To respect and accept social and cultural diversity.  
5. To represent ideas and feelings through play.  

 
GENERAL PRESCHOOL INFORMATION 
Preschool is open to all children in the BONCL R-X School District who may benefit from 
our program. The BONCL R-X School District does not discriminate on the basis of  race, 
color, religion, national origin, ancestry, sex, age, disability, genetic information, or any 
other characteristic protected by law in admission or access to, its programs and activities.  
 
All children will be required to go outdoors, weather permitting, and parents are expected 
to dress their children accordingly. Although care is taken, clothing does sometimes 
become soiled in outdoor play, painting, etc. 
 
All students must be toilet trained before enrolling in preschool. If an accident occurs while 
your child is at school, he/she will be cleaned up promptly. All children should have a 
change of clothes (labeled with your child’s name) to be left in the preschool classroom in 



BONCL R-X School District  2016-2017 Preschool Parent Handbook 3 | P a g e  
 

case of an accident. In the instance that your child has to wear clothing provided by the 
school please be sure to wash them and return as soon as possible. 
 
PRESCHOOL ENROLLMENT GUIDELINES 
To be eligible for the preschool program at BONCL children must turn 4 by August 1st.  
 
MULTI-AGE GROUP 
The BONCL R-X School District Preschool Program allows multi-age grouping within the 
classroom.  Your child’s classroom consists of preschool-age and kindergarten students.  
Research shows that when the classroom is composed of children with a range of abilities 
and gifts, there are measurable gains in socialization, independence, and interactions with 
peers.  Younger children are nurtured by older children and benefit from collaborative 
learning, and older children will show increased levels of competence and leadership. 
Classroom instruction will be differentiated and developmentally appropriate for 
preschool-age students. 
 
PRESCHOOL SCREENING (DIAL-4) 
Your child will be given the DIAL-4 (Developmental Indicators for the Assessment of 
Learning – Fourth Edition).  This screening instrument is designed to determine whether a 
child is developing within the average range for his/her age or whether there is some 
indication of a possible delay in his/her development. The DIAL-4 provides scores for all 
five early childhood areas: 
 

 Motor area: Gross Motor items include catching, jumping, hopping, and skipping. 
Fine Motor items include building with blocks, cutting, copying shapes and letters, 
and writing, and a popular finger-touching task. 

 Language area: Items include answering simple personal questions (name, age, and 
sex), articulation, naming (expressive) or identifying (receptive) objects and actions, 
plus phonemic awareness tasks such as rhyming and “I Spy.” 

 Concepts area: Items include pointing to named body parts, naming or identifying 
colors, rote counting, counting blocks, identifying concepts in a triad of pictures, and 
sorting shapes. Includes an item that assesses automatic naming of objects, a skill 
that is associated with potential learning disabilities. 

 Self-help development: Looks at the child’s development of personal care skills 
related to dressing, eating, and grooming. 

 Social development: Looks at the child’s development of social skills with other 
children and parents, including rule compliance, sharing, self-control, and empathy. 

In addition to screening with the DIAL-4, we check your child’s vision, hearing, height and 
weight. Remember your child is not expected to display every skill or perform it perfectly. 
Tasks are arranged developmentally so that we can determine if your child is performing in 
the average range according to his/her age. 
 
Upon completion of the screening, the screener reviews the Parent Information 
Questionnaire and your child’s screening performance. Parents should keep in mind that 
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this is only a screening and not an “in depth” diagnostic assessment. If you have questions 
or concerns about your child’s development, please feel free to discuss them with the 
screener or with your classroom teacher. 
 
HOURS OF OPERATION 
The preschool calendar will follow the district school calendar. The preschool will also 
observe snow days that are determined by the school district.  When school is dismissed as 
a result of unforeseen circumstances, parents will receive a call via the GroupCast in order 
to notify them of preschool cancellation.  The BONCL R-X School District makes every effort 
to notify parents of changes to the preschool schedule as soon as any change arises. 
 
Preschool is in session Monday through Friday during regular school hours of 8:30 a.m. –  
3:15 p.m. 
 
ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL 
It is important that your child arrives at school on time, and be picked up from school on 
time.  
Preschool begins promptly at 8:30 a.m. and ends at 3:15 p.m.  
 
*Note: Pre-school students are not eligible to attend the Twin Pike Family YMCA 21st CCLC 
program as the same is limited to K-8 students as defined by the grant.  Be that as it may,  
pre-school students must be picked up promptly at 3:15 p.m. or ride the bus home after the 
regular school day. 
 
Preschool will follow the dismissal procedures outlined in the student handbook. 
 
A TYPICAL DAY AT PRESCHOOL 
During the regular school day, your child will be engaged in learning with his/her teacher 
and friends. Part of the day is less structured, and children engage in free choices. Other 
times are more structured, and children are working individually or in small groups. Large 
group activities provide students an opportunity to work together as a class. Healthy 
snacks are always provided and outdoor play is an essential part of each day. All portions of 
the preschool day are developmentally appropriate for young children.  
 
WHY IS PLAY IMPORTANT? 
Play is essential for children to learn. Research indicates that children learn best in an 
environment which allows them to play, explore and discover. Play is an important part of 
a developmentally appropriate preschool program. Play enhances language development, 
thinking skills, social competence, creativity, and imagination. Children need an active 
environment that is safe and offers choices. Play provides the opportunity for children to 
practice new skills. Simple play experiences help children gain knowledge about the world 
and use their real experiences to organize concepts of how the world works. Children build 
upon what they know. Through play, children explore their world, find out how to get along 
with others, test their skills and muscles, try out new ideas, and feel secure enough to try 
different activities.  
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TRANSPORTATION 
Preschool students may ride the bus to and from the preschool program and will be 
assigned to a seat in the front of the bus.   
 
FIELD TRIPS 
As part of the educational program, students may take field trips during the year.  
Parents/Guardians will be given a permission form to sign at the beginning of the school 
year for their student to attend the field trip.  Parents/Guardians will be notified of every 
field trip before each trip occurs.  Parents/Guardians should review the weekly newsletter 
for information regarding field trips, and a letter will be sent home with specific 
information when necessary. 
 
On occasion, field trips will be limited to grades K-8.  The BONCL R-X School District 
makes every effort to include preschool-age students in the majority of the school’s field 
trip experiences.  However, in the interest of students and the educational purpose of the 
field trip, the principal may choose to limit field trips to grades K-8. 
 
Additional field trip guidelines for preschool-age students are outlined in the 2016-2017 
Student Handbook. 
 
DISCIPLINE 
The BONCL R-X School Preschool Program will focus on positive redirection that will be 
given both verbally and nonverbally. Giving positive verbal rewards encourages acceptable 
behavior. This reinforces a child’s good feeling about his/her behavior and serves as an 
example to the other children. We will strive to help children develop self-control, and a 
positive self-concept. Children will be encouraged to problem solve on their own. If 
appropriate, the teacher will help the child to carry out the problem solving. Discipline 
guidelines are as follows:  
 

 The preschool teacher will establish and explain clear and simple rules for 
children’s behavior.  

 Expectations for a child’s behavior will be appropriate for the developmental  
level of the child.  

 Only constructive, age-appropriate methods of discipline will be used to help 
children develop self-control and assume responsibility for their own actions.  

 Firm, positive statements or redirection of behavior will be used.  
 No form of physical punishment including, but not limited to, spanking, will be 

used.  
 
As behavioral issues arise, each situation will be handled on an individual basis, and will 
require cooperation on both the teacher and parent’s part. Parents, teachers, and the 
principal will work together to devise a behavioral management plan for the child. If 
behavioral issues cannot be resolved, or put other children in danger, the child may be 
asked to leave the preschool program.  
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TOYS FROM HOME 
The preschool offers a variety of developmentally appropriate toys and equipment to aid 
children in their development. Toys may not be brought from home. If the teacher 
chooses, your child will have opportunities through Show and Tell to bring an item or toy 
from home. You will be informed of Show and Tell activities in the form of a letter from the 
classroom teacher or the weekly newsletter. 
 
SNACKS 
The BONCL R-X School District will provide a snack to preschool students at no charge to 
the parents/guardians.  This snack is offered each day preschool is in session at the 
conclusion of afternoon recess. 
 
REST TIME 
Preschool students will be given a rest time during the afternoon.  While we understand 
that some children do not nap or are not tired, we do expect that these children respect 
those who are napping.  Every effort will be made to ensure that nap time occurs each day 
preschool is in session.  However, on occasion, circumstances and/or special events arise 
that may alter or eliminate rest time during the program that day. 
 
TOILET TRAINING 
All children attending the BONCL R-X School District Preschool Program must be toilet 
trained at the time of enrollment.  The use of diapers and Pull-Ups are not allowed.  All 
children should have a change of clothes (labeled with your child’s name) to be left in the 
preschool classroom in case of an accident.  If your child does not show consistent toileting 
habits and accidents appear to be more frequent than not, your child may be asked to leave 
the preschool program until he/she can show consistent toilet training habits.  
Accommodations will be made for those children with circumstantial medical and physical 
conditions that may affect toilet training, and will be handled on an individual basis. 
 


